['Awakening': a confusing improvement during treatment with atypical antipsychotic agents].
Two schizophrenic women, aged 30 and 40 years, respectively, in whom the symptoms changed after a switch in medication from clozapine to aripiprazole and from olanzapine followed by quetiapine to risperidone, respectively, were initially thought to be experiencing a possible recurrence. After thoughtful consideration, the phenomena, such as disappearance of drowsiness and of loss of energy, in combination with cognitive improvement, could be understood as the result of a dramatic improvement, known as 'awakening'. This had significant consequences for the follow-up since the patients had to deal with new possibilities and emotions.